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PREFACE 



In the recently issued volume I of this catalogue, Mr. Vincent 
Smith hue narrated the events leading up to the inception of 
the work, and the division of it between himself and me. 

The present volumo is the first of three dealing with the 
coins of— 



I. The Suiting of Delilf and their contemporaries in India. 
II. The Mughal Emperors. 

IIL The East India Company and Modern India. 

As indicated by the title it is divided into two parts. 

Pari I contains a catalogue of the coins of the six 
Muhammadan dynasties, who, between tho years a. h. 589 
(A.D. 1193) and 962 (a. n. 1555), made Dehli their capital, and 
are collectively known as the 4 Sultans of Dehli 

Pari II deals with tho Issues of Muhammadan rulers in 
various parts of India who were independent of but contem- 
porary with the Sultans of Dehli. It comprises eight sections, 
viz. 



1. Bengal. 

2. Contemporaries of the early Sultdns. 

3. Kashmir. 

4. The Bahmani8 of Kulbarga. 

5. Jaunpiir. 



6. Gujarat, 



7. Mdlwa. 



8. Unidentified. 
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Of these, the first section (Bengal), with its introduction, is 
the work of Sir Janies Bourdfllon, K.C.S.I., who has made 
a special study of the coins of the province in which the 
greater part of his Indian caroor was -spent. 

Tli© period which this volume covers has had numerous 
historians, and the chronology is, except in the case of 
Kashmir, comparatively free from obscurity. 1 have therefore 
thought it sufficient to preface each section with a short intro- 
duction, the historical matter in which has been summarized 
from the most authoritative sources available. 

For Fart I, I am under obligations to Mr. Thomas's Chronicles 
of the Palhdn Kings of Dehii and Mr. Lanc-Poole’s introductory 
remarks in the British Museum Catalogue ‘ Sultans of Dehli ’. 

For the introductions to the sections in Part II, I have 
consulted Mr. Thomas's Chronicles, Miss Duff's Chronology of 
India, Dr. FUhrers Sharql Architecture of Jaunpiir, and the 
various papers and books mentioned in the introductions 
themselves. 

In cases of doubtful readings it has been a material help 
to be able to refer to Mr. C. J. Rodgers's catalogues. 

Tli© coins catalogued in this volume represent a selection 
from the two collections placed in my hands. Taking into 
consideration the haphazard manner in which these collections 
were formed, 1 aud the fact that they cover the same ground, 
it was necessary that there should be a large number of 
duplicates. Under the authority of the Trustees these and 
all defaced or worthless specimens have been excluded from 
the catalogue. The weights in grains troy and measurements 
in decimals of the inch have been recorded in almost every 
instance. Where, however, there or© a number of coins of the 
same typo differing only in date (e. g. pp. 03-5), it has not been 
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thought necessary to give the weights and measurements of 
more than one or two specimens. 

In connection with the serial arrangement of the coins, 
a departure from tlio system usually followed has been made. 
Where coins are issued from numerous mints — as was tho 
case during tho Suri period (pp. 84-127)— tho names of those 
mints ore relatively more important for practical purposes 
than the dates. Instead, therefore, of cataloguing the coins 
in strict chronological order, it has been considered preferable 
to group together the coins from the sarao mint or of the 
same type, the mints being arranged alphabetically. 

By the kind permission of the Trustees of the British Museum 
1 have been enabled to reproduce the map of India in Mr. Lane- 
Poole’s volume of the British Museum Catalogue illustrating 
the mints of the Muhammadan rulers. Much lias been done 
in recent years towards enlarging the list of towns in which 
mints were known to liave been established, and endeavour 
has been made to incorporate all such information in tho 
present map. In this connection I have had frequent 
occasion to refer to Dr. O. Codringtou’s list of mint towns 
in his Musalmdn Numismatics, and a note by Dr. Taylor in 
the Third Numismatic Supplement to tho Journal of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal (1904), collating that List with one published 
by Mr. R. Burn, LC.S. Dr. Codrington has also kindly helped 
me with suggestions during tho preparation of tho map. 

The plates have been executed by the Clarendon Press 
from casts in plaster made by Mr. A. P. Ready of the British 
Museum stall'. 

I have to gratefully acknowledge tho courtesy and readi- 
ness to assist extended to mo by Mr. Gruober and his fellow 
workers in the medal department of the British Museum, more 
particularly Professor Kapson, whose absence from the Museum 
will be deplored by students of Indian numismatics. To 
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Mr. Vincent Smith and Dr. Codrington I am obliged for their 
advice on general matters connected with the catalogue. To 
Sir Janies Bourdillon my thunks me due for help both in 
cataloguing the somewhat troublesome series of Bengal coins 
and in the revision of proofs. And finally I desiro to record 
my appreciation of the manner in which the Clarondon Press 
has done its part in the production of this volume. Its 
accurate composition and skill have been of material assistance 
to me, and have, I may be permitted to hop*.', to some 
extent made up for my own hick of experience in matters of 
editorial technique. 

II. NELSON WRIGHT. 
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INTRODUCTION 



The history of the SultAns of I)ehlf with special referonoo to their 
coins has been chronicled by Mr Edward Thomas, whose book, 1 pub- 
lished more than thirty-five years ago, still remains the standard work 
on the subject. The most important contributions in later years to the 
study of the series have been those made by the late Mr. C. J. Rodgers 
of Amritsar, Punjab, India, in the form of supplements to Mr. Thomas’s 
work published in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal between 
the years 1880 and 1896, and by Mr. Stanley Lane- Poole in the catalogue 
of the coins of the Sul tins of Dchll in the cabinet of the British 
Museum.® 

Six distinct dynasties are included in the term ‘ Sultfins of Dehli 
To quota from the introduction to Mr. Lane-Poole’s volume: 'The 
founder of the line of Dehli, Muhammad ibn Sim, was a Ghori Turk ; 
and his successors, the rest of tho first dynasty, were hLs Turkish slaves 
and their offspring. The second dynasty, sprang from Jolil-ad-din Firo* 
Shih, was composed of Khulji Turks. The third dynasty, that of the 
Taghlak Shfihis, was of the race of tire Jate. Tim fourth claimed descent 
from the Arab Husain, grandson of the prophet Muhammad, and called 
ifcclf by tho eacrcd title of Sayyid*. Indeed, only the fifth and the 
sixth of the dynasties into which tho king* of Dehli arc divided could 
properly term themselves Putin or Afghin, inasmuch as Buhlol belonged 
to tho Lodi tribe of Afghin* and Sher Sliih to the Sir division of the 
Lodi tribe.’ 

I do not propose to review in any detail the history of these 
dynasties. It will be sufficient for tho purposes of this introduction 
to draw attention to those points in it which are illustrated by their 
coinage. 

The majority of the 'Sultins' have no claim to the notice of 
posterity. They were osntent to lead lives of sensuous ease, leaving 
tho control of ufiairs in the hands of such of their favourites and 
ministers as were able to keep in check the independence of the nobles 

• jmbhih-J l,jr TiUbaat A Co, London, 1SJI. 

• PuMrthod la 18S4 by «rd«r of tho TraHtM. 
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unci their turbulent retainers When thane got out of hand a revolution 
prepared the way for a change of dynasty, and for a tiro© tho fortunes 
of the Empire were controlled by a man with some pretensions to 
kingship. These qualities, however, were seldom transmitted to his 
successor. 

Leaving out of account the Arab conquest of Sind in the eighth 
century and the invasion of Mabmud of Ghazni in the early yean* 
of the eleventh, Muhammadan rule in India may be said to have 
commenced with the second battle of Th&neawar towards the close of 
tbc sixth century after the Flight. 

Mu'izzu-d.dm Muhammad ibn S4m, a prince of the ruling House of 
Ghor, turned his thoughts towards India won after his appointment 
to the Governorship of the conquered province of Ghazni in a. u. 569. 
It was not, however, till twenty years later that he gained a per- 
manent footing in Hindustan by the decisive defeat of u confederation 
of Hindu princes led by Frith vi Rij£ of Ajrafr. 

Muhammad was shrewd enough to see the importance of issuing 
coins on indigenous lines in preference to introducing the standard 
of his own country. Wc therefore find that hi* currency was largely 
competed of the small pieces of mixed silver and copper known a* 
DehllwSls, and weighing about 56 grains. These bore on the on© side 
the Familiar device of the Chauhdn horseman and on the other the 
bull of Shiva, and the only alteration made by Muhammad was in the 
legend in which his own name appeared in N6gri characters. Similarly 
for his gold currency Muhammad adopted the Qanauj devic© of a seabed 
figure of liiknhml. Arabic inscription* appear only on a few of the 
smaller copper coins. The silver dirhams and gold dinArt of Ghazni 
mintage wore probably little used in Hindustan. They are seldom, if 
ever, found further sooth than Rawalpindi. 1 have therefore excluded 
them from tills catalogue. 

When Muhammad succeeded in a. H. 599 (a. P. 1202) to the throne 
of Ghor his Indian provinces were governed by his general Qutlm-d-din 
Aihak, and at Muhammad's death in a. h. 602 the latter became de 
facto sovereign, but seems to have refrained from exercising the royal 
prerogative of striking coin in his own name. 

Up to this time little headway had been roado in extending the 
boundaries of the Dehli kingdom, and when Shamshu-d-din Altamsh 
(whoso name is frequently spelt Altitmish or Eltitmiah on the coins) 
deposed Ai bak'd son Sind and Bengal were held by independent rulers, 
while tho Panj&b, with Libor as its capital, was .sometimes at the 
mercy of one prince, sometimes of another. By vigorous offensive 
operations Altamsb road© the power of Dahll felt beyond the borders 
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of Hindustan, and his supremacy was acknowledged by the Khalifa 
of Baghdad, A1 Mustanjir, in a.h. 626 (a.d. 1228-9). Doubtless in 
commemoration of this honour Altamsh struck the coin which has been 
figured by Mr. Thomas on p. 4fi of the Chronicle, 3nd which is described 
both in this catalogue, No. 34. and in that of the British Museum, Na 35. 
Mr. Thomas considered that this coin was the 'veritable commencement 
of the silver coinage of the DehU Pathinn’, but that this was not the 
case seems to be clearly shown by the existence of coins Nos. 32 and 33 
of this catalogue. Iu the former Altamsh calls himself A1 QutW, doubt- 
less to show his connexion with Qutbu-d-dfn Aibnk, whose slave he cnco 
liad been and whose daughter he had afterwards married. The coin 
is also similar in device and legend to the gold coin figured on p. 78 of 
the Chronicles, which bears on the reverse a portrait of the king on 
horseback after the Ghor model, and is dated a.h. 608. These peculiarities 
seem to indicate that* the coin was issued in the early days of A Hamah 'a 
reign. Coin N<x 33 bears on its obverse the name of the Khalifa A1 
Nftfir-la-dto, the predecessor of A1 Mustanrir on the throne of Baghdad, 
who died in a. h. 622. This coin also must therefore be ascribed to an 
earlier date than Mr. Thomas's No. 28. 1 

Coin No. 38 of this catalogue, the mint* name* of which has not been 
satisfactorily identified, may hero be noticed in pacing. Dr. Hoerale 
has suggest**! Laklmautf, 1 Mr. C. J. Rodgers Ghor. Dr. Codringtou 
agrees with mo a? to the difficulty of accepting either of theso readings, 
and refers to Mr. Thomas's leading of the niiut name, Nagor, on No. 59 
of tho Chronicle* (p. 78). That reading, however, as Mr. Thomas 
himself admits, requires justification, for apart from the fact that N6gor 
has the initial a long, it ia surprising U> find n gold coin of Ghori 
pattern issuing from a mint in R6jput4na. Unfortunately the provenance 
of No. 32 and Mr. Thomas's coin is unknown. These and all the silver 
coins of Altamsh with the exception of No. 40 arc silver tankas. Tho 
full weight of the htuka should 175 grains, the weight of 100 rai(s t 
but few, if any, of the earliest specimens weigh more than 170 grains. 
This standard for the silver coinage, introduced by Altamsh, was destined 
to survive, except for short periods, till the remodelling of the coinage 
by Sher Sh4h_ 

The only specimen known of Altamsh's gold coinage is the coin of 
70 grains above alluded to and figured on p. 78 of the Chronicles, 
Arabic inscriptions were in this reign more largely used on tho billon 
currency, and an issue of minute copper coins, some weighing as little 
as 10 grains, was introduced. 

Coins Nos. 77-9, which bear the joint names of Altamsh and 

1 Stt/.JI. A 1900 <Joly% p. 482. » 
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Chfiluuja Dova of Ajmir, may also be noticed here, iw they illustrate 
the tendency of the Muhammadan Sult4os, after acquiring Hindu 
territory, to assimilate the local ©ainage with very alight modification. 

Tho mastery obtained by Altamah is dearly shown by the acceptance 
as Empress, in deference to his wishes, of his daughter Raziya, the only 
Muhammadan queen in her own right who ever occupied the throne 
of DehlL Her reign, however, was a short one of three years, and from 
u numismatic point of view ia only remarkable for the establishment of 
an imperial mint at Lakbnnutf (Oaur) in Bengal. 

Her brother Xariru-d-din Mabmfid I seems to have been the first 
to introduce tho gold tonfca (No. 133), of the same weight and pattern 
as the silver tanxa. This Sul^in was also responsible for tho simplifica- 
tion of the copper ©si nags. The catalogue ©on tains several types of 
hio silver coinage which are seldom met with and little known. 

He was succeeded by his brother-in-law Ghiyaau-d-din Balban, a 
stem but enlightened and efficient ruler who bad taken a leading part 
in the administration in Mabmtida reign. Balban’s reign of twenty-two 
years was passed in comparative quiet, but scarce ooins struck at the 
minta of Lakhnauti and 'the district of SultAnpiir'* indicate absences 
of the sovereign from head quarter*. Balban was the first to diaoard 
the Hindu device of the Chauhfin horseman on his billon coins, substi- 
tuting in its placo his name in Xigrl characters- His silver and gold 
a>ias followed in type those of Mahmud* but the death of the last 
Kballfa of Baghdad in A.n. 656 rendered necfcswiy a slight modification 
of the legend. 

One is struck, in dealing with the coins of the period from Mahmud I 
to Mub&rak I, with the scarcity of fraction!* of the silver tanka. Our 
Acquaintance with these small silver pieces is limited to a few one-anna 
pieces of Mafemfid I, Balban, and Firoz II, * a single two-anna piece of 
Kaiqubdd* and a half-rupee of the same sovereign. 4 Time-honoured 
ciiHtom was iu favour of the use of billon money to the exclusion of 
silver, and pco&ibly the small anna pieces were only struck for purposes 
of largesse. 

Balban was succeeded by his grandson, Kaiqubdd, but the dissolute 
habits of the young Sulfcfo hastened his end, and in A. H. 68!) (a. d. 1290) 
the Turks gave place to a dynasty of Khalifa who occupied the throne 
of Dehli for a period of thirty years. 

* J.AJS.B.. Nam 8upp. I, 1904. intend Inn to ll>* ooin» of U» kins* of 

Milws. 

* Tae odn of Firot II * ib tbo cabinet of It. Barn, E*q. 

• J.R.A.S., July. 1*0, * 464. 

• In my onn cabin**. 
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In the reign of the founder of the Khaljfe, Ja!alu-d-dln Firoz, tho 
find Attempt was made to extend the influence of Dehli over the south 
of India. Tho command of this venture was entrusted to the Sult4n'a 
nephew *Ai£u«d-din. who eventually usurped the throne and assumed 
the title of Muhammad Sh&h. Elated doubtless with his successes 
in the south, this prince call* himself on hU taw a$ ‘the Second 
Alexander'. Otherwise Muframmad IFe coins, which are found to this 
day in large numbeiv., vary little in typo from thoeo of his predecessors. 
For the first time, however, a mint name from Southern India— Deogir, 
now DaulatAbdd — appears on the gold and diver coins Others aro 
struck at ' the abode of IsiAm ’ (pX»)ljU). which is presumably a synonym 
for Dehli, and a few specimen* are known of a square currency in gold, 
an idea which was further developed by bis son Qutbu-d-din Mubarak, 
and extended to silver, billon, and copper. 

This monarch's gold and silver coins am perhaps the finest in the 
whole series, surpassing even those of Muhammad ibn Tughlaq in the 
deepness of their relief. Though he reigned for only four years, 
the variety of the titles which he arrogate* to himself on his coinage 
is remarkable. Spiritual allegiance to tho Kfaelifate is thrown off, and 
MubArak does not hesitate to p reclaim himself ^Ul C>j phe >1 pU!fl, 
* tlie supreme head of the religion of I*Um, the &balifu ot the Lord 
of heaven and earth.' The name of Dehli on the coins is disguised 
by the more pretentious title* of Hazr&t Diru-].Khil£fat, DArud-Mulk, 
D4rud»IsUm, and QutbdMd. The Suitin'* private character was, 
however, in marked oontcast to his professions, and the affairs of the 
administration were left in the hands of a convert Hindu o? low 
birth. The latter seized the opportunity to murder his master and 
proclaim himself Sultto with tho title of N^ini-d-din Kbusrii. 
but such presumption waa not to be tolerated, and Kfeuarf proved 
no match for Gh*ri Beg TughUq. to whom MuMrak had entrusted 
the command of his frontier. Defeating Khusrfl in a. if. 720 
(a. 1 ). 1320) Tughloq was prevailed upon to accept the throne, and 
became the founder of a dynasty which lasted for close on a hundred 
years. 

One of the chief events in Tughloq ’s reign was the campaign in the 
Dakhan under tho command of the Sult&ns son Ulugh Kh*n, which 
resulted in the capture of BidAr and WarangoL Tim latter town was 
renamed Snltinpdr, and become later an imperial mint town. Tughloq 
was murdered on his return from an expedition against Bengal in 
A. IT. 72o (A. D. 1325) by this same son, who succeeded his father on the 
throne as Muhammad Shih III. 

In the early part of this sovereign's reign of twenty -seven years the 




